
The Georgia 
United Method-
ist Foundation 

is pleased to welcome 
Wanda Yancey Rodwell 
as a new member to 
our board of trustees 
and finance/audit 
committee.
   An Atlanta native, 
Wanda began her ca-
reer as a journalist with 
The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, and
transitioned into the corporate sector 
working with Cox Enterprises, Grady 
Health System, and Delta Air
Lines. Currently, she leads global 
communications for The Coca-Cola 
Company/The Coca-Cola Founda-
tion. She has served as a member of 
the University System of Georgia’s 
Board of Regents, the Economic 
Development Authority of DeKalb 
County, and Spelman College’s men-
toring program. She currently lives
in Stone Mountain and is a 1987 grad-
uate of Spelman College.
   “Wanda is a highly respected, 
award-winning journalist who brings 
a wealth of talents, expertise, and
fresh insights that strengthens the 
Foundation’s mission of assisting 
United Methodist churches and enti-
ties in Georgia with planned giv-
ing, investments, fundraising, loans, 
grants, and scholarships,” said board 
of trustees chair Kermit R. Griner, Jr.
   Joining the Foundation’s board of 
trustees and finance/audit committee 

was an easy decision for 
Wanda. “I’m honored to 
serve as a member of the 
Georgia United Method-
ist Foundation and to 
bring my experiences 
and business skills to the 
table,” she said. “I think 
there is no higher calling 
than ensuring that our 
houses of worship have 
the resources to be sus-
tained for generations 

to come.”
   Wanda’s mother inspired her to 
take an active role in religious and 
civic activities. “My mother has
always been a servant leader whether 
in her church, our community or 
throughout our extended family,”
she said. “She taught me to always 
give of myself to help meet the needs 
of others.”
   An active member of Impact 
Church in Atlanta, Wanda appreci-
ates the opportunities this family of
faith provides to stay connected. “I 
truly feel Impact was created with 
me in mind. No matter where I am 
in the world, I can connect via the 
Internet. I can give online, and I can 
chat with other members worldwide 
via various social media outlets about 
that day’s service and message,” she 
said. “I have participated in several 
IMPACT Groups. These are small 
gatherings of members who come 
together to share common issues, 
discuss relevant topics, and grow 
spirituality.” n
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Certificates                              4-Year                  3-Year                  2-Year                  1-Year

Current Rates                  2.35%               1.90%       1.40%               1.20% 

Rates as of March 2013. For current  rates, please call the Foundation at 770-449-6726 or 
877-220-5664. All rates are subject to change without notice.

     Types                                                        Terms                                                        Rates

Construction Less than 1 Year    5.15% Fixed

Permanent Up to 20 Years       4.50%**

** Fixed Rate for 5 years. Interest rate is adjusted at the end of each fifth year of the permanent loan. 
Loan rates are subject to change without notice. For current rates, please call the Foundation at 
770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.

Investment Performance
The Foundation manages over $95 million of investment funds on behalf of 
United Methodist churches and entities in Georgia.

Development Fund Rates
The Development Fund offers United Methodist churches, entities and               
individuals in Georgia attractive interest rates, while providing the financial          
resources to support the Loan Fund.

Loan Fund Rates
The Loan Fund offers below-market rates to United Methodist churches and 
entities in Georgia wishing to refinance debt or build, expand or renovate 
facilities.

Investment Funds          Quarter               1 Year          3-Year Average       5-Year Average

      

Equity Fund*               1.97%   16.02% 9.52% 1.29%

Fixed Income Fund   0.19% 4.08% 5.19% 5.67%

Returns as of 12/31/12 net of fund fees. Past performance is not an indication of future results. 
Both funds are invested according to the Socially Responsible Investment Principles of The 
United Methodist Church. *With a change in the Foundation’s investment program implemented 
on 12/31/09, the performance record shown is that of our new investment manager.Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. Savage II

President

To date, the Foundation has 
awarded nearly $400,000 in 
“United Methodist Dollars 
for Scholars” scholarships 
since it began participating 
in this program sponsored by 
the United Methodist Higher 
Education Foundation. There 
are so many deserving students 
who wish to attend one of the 
10 United Methodist-related 
colleges and universities in 
Georgia, yet are unable to 
do so because they lack the 
financial resources. Everyone 
can play an important role in 
establishing scholarships that 
will strengthen and support the 
future leaders of the Church.
No gift is too small. Please 
help us help these students by 
making your contribution to 
the Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation/United Methodist 
Dollars for Scholars. For more 
information on helping these
students’ dreams become 
a reality, please contact the 
Foundation at 770-449-6726, 
877-220-5664 or info@gumf.org.
You may also contact Sheila 
Graham at the UMHEF at 
800-811-8110 or             
sgraham@umhef.org.

STAY CONNECTED!
Follow the Foundation on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube or 
visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or scan the QR Code 
below to sign up for the latest news.

 facebook.com/GeorgiaUnitedMethodistFoundation

 twitter.com/gaumfoundation

 youtube.com/gaumfoundation

Sowing seeds of faith for future generationsLegacy                                                                          Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.



If Jesus were to visit Buford First UMC, He 
would find faithful Christian stewards who 
have not only faithfully given to their operating 

fund and to their building fund, but have invested 
the building fund monies in the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation Development Fund so that 
other churches that are ready to build may find 
financing.
   Rev. Dr. Sondra Jones, senior pastor of 
Buford First UMC since 2010, believes 
stewardship is a lifestyle and that our 
churches, pastors, lay leaders and 
laity need to be educated in all 
areas of tithing, building funds, 
designated giving and planned 
giving. “It’s important now 
and for future generations,” 
she said. “I’m so thankful to 
serve with lay people who are 
passionate about being the best 
possible stewards with what God 
has given. At Buford First, we have 
a theology of abundance instead of 
scarcity!”
   When Buford First UMC purchased 51 acres 
on Old Hamilton Mill Road over 15 years ago, 
they planned to relocate and build a new church 
facility. Due to the economy and unrealized fund-
raising pledges, the church was unable to build. 
In 2011, the church voted to sell the land at a price 
of $6,375,000. The land remains for sale and the 
church is seeking God’s will for the next steps in 
the building process and is hopeful for the future.

   “The church faithfully and consistently gave to 
the building fund even in the midst of transition 
and uncertainty of when, where and how they 
would build. Their faith inspired them to continue 
giving even though they haven’t broken ground,” 
Sondra said. “Although they don’t have enough 
money to build yet, they invested their building 
fund at the Georgia United Methodist Foundation 

instead of the bank so that other churches could 
access those funds. The church is trusting 

God that the vision of the church is not 
about a building. The vision is the 

ministry of making disciples.”
   In 2010, Sondra encouraged 
Buford First UMC to invest 
income streams from the building 
fund and the sale of their 
parsonage in the Foundation’s 
Development Fund. The 1-, 

2-, 3- and 4-year certificates are 
currently valued at over $628,000 

and earned more than $14,400 in 
interest in 2012.

   “Buford First wanted the best rate
of return. It was also very important that the 
funds would be invested in a socially responsible 
manner,” Sondra said. “The Foundation is 
making a difference for the future growth of the 
denomination. When churches and individuals 
invest in the Development Fund, it strengthens our 
connection and it multiplies our ministries through 
generous stewardship.” n   
                              To read the rest of this article, visit gumf.org.
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Buford First UMC
285 East Main Street

Buford, GA 30518
770-945-7438

bufordfirstumc.org

When churches and 
individuals invest 

in the Development 
Fund, it strengthens our 

connection and it 
multiplies our ministries

through generous 
stewardship. 

– Rev. Dr. Sondra Jones

Buford First UMC 
Exemplifies 
Christian 
Stewardship

“

“
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With help from the 
Georgia United 
Methodist Founda-

tion, Bonaire UMC raised over 
$412,000 in its Honoring the 
Legacy Since 1894 capital cam-
paign to offset the construction 
costs of a 17,000-square-foot 
multipurpose building that 
will better serve the needs of 
its rapidly growing community. 
   On February 24, Bonaire 
UMC welcomed more than 
400 people to its first service 
in the new sanctuary. “We 
are a loving, friendly fam-
ily of faith that wants to help 
people grow in a relationship 
with Christ,” said senior pas-
tor Rev. Jay Tucker. “I’m hop-
ing our legacy will not be that 
we built a great building, but 
that we have been faithful in 
making disciples for Christ.”
   The new sanctuary blends 
seamlessly with its 119-year-
old historic chapel, which 
shares the same location
at the corner of Elm and 
Church Streets. “Before its con-
struction, we were bursting at 
the seams,” said capital
campaign chair Terry Everett. 
“The lack of space prevented
us from starting new classes

and hampered our outreach 
programs. Some visitors were 
so uncomfortable with the 
crowded conditions, they 
never came back.” 
   For the first time in years, 

Bonaire UMC can now accom-
modate its entire congregation 
in one space. Members and 
visitors alike will enjoy the 
new worship and fellowship 
areas, kitchen, classroom space 
and administrative suite. The 
new multipurpose space will 
also be the perfect place to 
host community events such 
as concerts and meetings.
   There are several reasons
Bonaire UMC chose to work

with the Georgia United Meth-
odist Foundation. “We en-
gaged the Foundation because 
of their expertise, attention to 
detail, flexibility, and strategy,” 
Jay said. “Nancy Young (Foun-
dation director of fundraising 
services) gave us a very work-
able plan that was tailored to
fit our congregation’s needs.”
   Terry adds, “Nancy has a real 
gift for listening! She helped 
us develop a theme that cel-
ebrated our church’s history, 
encouraged us to cover every 
meeting in prayer, and kept 
the campaign on track. She 
was always accessible and 
very professional.”
   There were several take-
aways for Jay. “This campaign 
helped to unify our congrega-
tion’s vision and solidify our 
call that we are disciple mak-
ers,” he said. “It’s happening 
right in front of our eyes. More 
and more people are stepping 
up and being ministers for the 
Body of Christ. They are feel-
ing very empowered, growing
in their own faith, and learning 
a new way of listening to the 
Holy Spirit.” n

Bonaire UMC Answers Call to Make Disciples in New Facility

Bonaire UMC
144 Elm Street

Bonaire, GA 31005
478-923-7317

bonairechurch.com

“I’m hoping our legacy will not be that we built a great building, but that we have been 
faithful in making disciples for Christ.” – Rev. Jay Tucker
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Grant Helps Pastors in 
S3 Grow Closer to God 

and Each Other

For the third consecutive year, the Georgia United Meth-
odist Foundation provided a $4,000 grant to support 
S3, a small group discipleship model for clergy in The 

South Georgia Conference that is sponsored by the South 
Georgia Order of Elders and the Board of Ordained Ministry.
S3 creates deep, enriching relationships with God and one an-
other that sustains and enhances pastoral excellence through 
the practice of Sabbath, Study and Service (S3). 
   Pastors are so busy shepherding their own flocks, that, at 
times, they may be risking their own physical, spiritual and 
mental health. In 2011, when Revs. Dorsia Atkinson, Stephen 
Brinkman, Tom Carruth, A. Franklin Morris, Jonathan Smith, 
Stephanie Smith, and David Wood first formed their S3 group 
“Innovate,” they quickly discovered no one knew how to 
relax.
   “We love our United Methodist Church and we love where 
God has put us, but the hard part about being in ministry is 
learning how to disengage,” Dorsia said. “The truth of the 
matter is that pastors sacrifice themselves and their families 
and forget about doing things that are important for their 
own well-being and health.”
   Even though they are spread throughout South Georgia, the 
seven pastors try to meet every other month. “We talk, play 
card games, relax, eat and laugh with each other,” Stepha-
nie said. “This program allows us to break our routines and 
have time away. It makes us better. We come back with more 
enthusiasm and energy.”
   The group’s main study focus is leadership. They have 
attended a Chick-fil-A servant leadership training program 
and completed a StrengthFinders 2.0 assessment to identify 
their natural talents. “I would never have done these types 
of things without a group,” Dorsia said. “Iron sharpens iron. 
We’re helping each other become better leaders so that we 
can pass on those skills and gifts of leadership to others.”
   Last year as part of their Sabbath, they went skiing in West 
Virginia. In February, they served together at the Disciple 
Covenant Conference. In April, the pastors and their families 
will meet for the first time at a weekend getaway that in-
cludes cookouts and games.
   “On behalf of our group, I would like to express our appre-
ciation for the opportunities we have been given,” said Rev. 
David Wood. “The financial resources from the Foundation 
allow us to spend time on personal development and renewal 
and to develop close connections with colleagues who un-
derstand each other’s ministry and are bound together by a 
desire to share Jesus with others.”  n

Row 1:  Rev. Dorsia Atkinson, Jr.

Row 2, left to right:  Rev. Stephen Brinkman,  
 Rev. Tom Carruth

Row 3, left to right:  Rev. A. Franklin Morris, 
 Rev. Jonathan Smith

Row 4, left to right:  Rev. Stephanie Smith,  
 Rev. David Wood
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The Legacy of Rev. Dr. Douglas 
and Daisy Gibson

Long before Rev. Dr. J. Douglas and Daisy 
Gibson passed away, they established planned 
gifts with the Georgia United Methodist Foun-

dation to benefit 17 churches he served in the North 
Georgia Conference. 
   Douglas and Daisy used appreciated securities to 
fund two charitable gift annuities. Their memoran-
dum of intent stipulated that remainders from the 
gift annuities would be used to establish the Douglas 
and Daisy Gibson Endowment. Distributions are 
based on five percent of the annual market value 
and will be divided equally among the 17 churches. 
These gifts are being made in honor of their first 
spouses, Rachael M. Gibson and Callaster W. Garrett.
   “Douglas and Daisy utilized planned giving as far 
back as the 1980s and wisely invested their money so
they could make future gifts to benefit churches and 
institutions in the North Georgia Conference,” said
former Foundation president Robert R. Fletcher. 
“The fruits of their philanthropy will result in en-
dowment gifts being made in perpetuity.”
   The two widowers married in 1987 after a two-
month courtship. They attended Lawrenceville
First UMC where Douglas helped set up the church’s 
endowment fund. Although Douglas retired from 
the pastorate in 1971, he continued serving as a pas-
toral counselor for 19 years.

   “Mom loved the Lord and was very proud of her fam-
ily. She made sure that she ran a godly home and that I 
was raised in the church,” said daughter Dr. Peggy Cof-
fey of Lawrenceville. “Mom and Douglas helped a lot 
of people through the years, and they will be long re-
membered for that. They were pillars in the community. 
Douglas really loved the Church. He tried to do the very 
best he could for the Church and for God, and Mom
followed beside him.”
   They shared 21 years together before the Lord called 
Douglas home on August 14, 2008, just one month
after his 97th birthday. Daisy lost her third battle with 
cancer at the age of 89 on November 3, 2012. n

Lending Services to extend low-interest loans to 
churches and entities.

Planned Giving Services to connect United 
Methodists to causes that matter.

Grants and Scholarships to support vital ministries 
and future leaders of the Church.

Fundraising Services to assist churches and entities 
with capital campaigns.

Investment Services to manage and grow funds in 
a socially responsible manner.

Endowments to establish a permanent source of 
income to support programs and ministries.

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Ministries


